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SETTING A GOOD EXAMPLE

It is usually pretty easy to figure out who is 
doing things the right way. A lot of times 
we know almost intuitively if something is 
being accomplished in an unsafe manner. 
Setting a good example means that you are 
making a statement without saying a single 
word. 

Everyone is helped by a good example. It 
makes it less tempting to take a shortcut if 
we see someone else consistently doing the 
job right and doing the job well. It is not a 
“put-on” to set a good example if it is part 
of your daily routine at home and at work. 
 
Newly hired personnel profit by observ-
ing that work is completed safely. It takes a 
little while for a new person to adapt to his 
new job and figure out where he fits in the 
overall plant structure. They want to fit in 
and so they watch other employees. 
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Other employees tell the true tale of 
whether we follow safety rules or not at 
the plant because their actions continually 
reveal it. Never follow the “do as I say, not 
as I do” expression. Be consistent in setting 
a good, safe example.

Setting a good example goes beyond just 
wearing the gear. Keeping your work area 
clean, putting tools away and dressing ap-
propriately for the job also set a good ex-
ample. 

You shouldn’t wear jewelry such as rings, 
necklaces, or bracelets in proximity to ma-
chinery or where they may get hung on an 
object and cause injury. Avoid loose-fitting 
clothing, even if it is the current fashion.
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Set a good example, for instance, by plac-
ing any trash in proper receptacles. Clean 
up spilled liquids to prevent someone from 
slipping and falling. 

Always use the safety gear provided and 
never remove safety guards that are in-
stalled on machinery. Set a good example 
by taking the time to use the proper tool 
rather than one that is just convenient. 
Never leave an extension cord stretched 
out across an aisle way. 

Setting a good example also goes beyond 
the traditional work environment. Think 
about how you teach your children to be 
safe. “Look both ways before you cross the 
street!” “Don’t play with matches” 

As they grow, if they see you consistently 
model safe behavior and you explain to 
them the reasons for doing so, they will be 
more apt to become safe adults themselves. 
You will have taught them a lesson that 
will continue to be applied long after they 
have left the nest.
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